Identification of cocaine in cocaine-lidocaine mixtures ("rock cocaine") and other illicit cocaine preparations using derivative absorption spectroscopy.
A rapid second-derivative procedure for distinguishing cocaine and other local anesthetics is described. This technique appeared to be particularly useful in the detection of cocaine in binary mixtures. It is of great value in forensic toxicology, resolving cocaine-lidocaine, cocaine-procaine, cocaine-tetracaine, and cocaine-benzocaine mixtures, for which zero-order UV spectroscopy fails.